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SALINITY ENGINEERING PROJECTS, STEERING COMMITTEE 

78. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage: 
Will the minister please advise of the progress on the establishment of a steering committee to evaluate salinity 
engineering projects? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  A couple of weeks ago I had the opportunity of visiting Lake Tooliban to 
look at a range of initiatives that have been taken there over a number of decades and that have resulted in a most 
remarkable project.  The project has just received a Prime Minister’s award for innovation in engineering, and I 
congratulate all the people who have been involved in that project over that long period.  It brought home to me 
again the need for us to look at all aspects of engineering solutions as part of tackling salinity.  I am delighted to 
remind the member that some months ago we established an engineering evaluation initiative steering 
committee.  The committee comprises eight individuals and includes a drainage contractor and local 
government, biodiversity and agricultural representatives - the full suite of people who can look at engineering 
initiatives and provide advice to the Government about which ones we should proceed with and which ones we 
should evaluate carefully to see how we can replicate this project in other parts of the State.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected.  

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.    

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  This project is part of the Government’s initiative to spend $165 million over the next four 
years to find innovative ways of tackling and solving the salinity problem. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  I do not know whether I heard that unparliamentary remark correctly, but whoever 
uttered those words and directed them at the member for Alfred Cove should withdraw.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I withdraw.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  In tackling this issue, which is the number one environmental problem, we need a range of 
initiatives, and engineering considerations are an extremely important part of that.  
 


